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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Requires a court to affirmatively find in its decree that the 

parties have made adequate and sufficient provision by written agreement for the custody and 

maintenance of any children of that marriage, for the equitable settlement of any property rights, 

and for apportionment of debts between the parties before granting any divorce, marital 

dissolution agreement (MDA), marital separation agreement, or agreed permanent parenting 

plan. Requires the court’s administrative findings to be based upon a hearing in open court 

when both parties appear or are excused for good cause shown. 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 Assumptions: 

 

 Under current law, the affirmative findings are only required in a divorce granted on the 

grounds of irreconcilable differences and the finding regarding the apportionment of 

debt is not included.   

 It is expected that the affirmative findings will be made at the same hearing as the court 

approval of the MDA, marital separation agreement, or agreed permanent parenting 

plan. 

 While this could extend the length of time a divorce case is before the courts, it is 

assumed any fiscal impact will be not significant and can be absorbed within existing 

judicial resources.     
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